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· April 1st, 2006—NY Rainbow Grand Assembly - (Ellenville, New York @ 2:00pm) 

· April 6th, 2006—Regular Meeting - (Amsterdam, New York @ 7:30pm) 

· April 8th, 2006—St. Andrews Chapter Installation of officers - (Broadalbin, New York) 

· April 15th, 2006—Orange—Rockland Central Chapter Installation of officers (Walden, New York @ 

3:00pm) 

· April 20th, 2006—Regular Meeting - (Amsterdam, New York @ 7:30pm) 

· April 22nd, 2006—Mohawk Valley Chapter Installation of Officers (Utica, New York) 

· May 5th, 6th, & 7th, 2006—NY DeMolay Sports Weekend (Utica, NY) 

· August 4th, 5th, & 6th, 2006—NY DeMolay State Convention (Utica, NY)  

Please Note All dates are subject to change. Please contact the Master Councilor for 

updates and further details. 
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“My experiences with Florida DeMolay” – By: Michael Hernandez (PMC) 
(9 – March – 2006) 

 
  On the 23rd of February in Jupiter, Florida I had the opportunity of visiting the Jupiter 
– Tequesta Chapter order of DeMolay. In the several weeks leading up to this visitation I 
had been in contact with their advisory council chairman Dad Ray Kinser, who was kind 
enough to give me the address and directions from my grandparents house in Sebastian, FL. 
I had also been in contact with their Executive Officer Dad Richard Lynn. Dad Lynn and I 
had many interesting conversations concerning what to expect on my trip and whom I would 
need to contact to get to a meeting. Both of those advisors were extremely helpful in making 
my visitation run as smoothly as possible, especially with their busy schedules. 

When my grandfather and I arrived at the Jupiter – Light Masonic Temple dressed 
and ready for a formal meeting, we were soon told that the Master Councilor had a baseball 
game and that he would be unable to attend. Soon after we were informed that there would 
be an informal business meeting instead of a regular meeting, and this allowed for much re-
lief after the 1 1/2 hour ride there. There were 9 of there members there as well as their 
chapter dad, advisory council chairman, and two other advisors. 

After the members went over their assigned business I was invited to speak on how 
NY DeMolay is run as opposed to Florida DeMolay. One of the things that I found out about 
Florida DeMolay is that their state isn’t divided into several different Divisions like NY is. 
Instead of having only one statewide event such as our State convention, they have one large 
one like our Convention and a smaller one comparable to one of our other state events. Their 
chapter is very involved in Masonic Service and this is made much easier because their 
Lodge is very active within the community. Lastly, their states events or Conclave & Mini – 
Conclave as they called it were particularly focused mainly on 3 things: Ritual, Sports, and 
Food. If this sound familiar, that is because it should it is exactly like our events. 

I believe that I left there with a better understanding of how they work and them of 
how we work in NY. I was impressed with the hospitality that I received from the members 
and advisors of that chapter and I hope I left a similar impression with them. I wish the 
members and advisors of Jupiter – Tequesta Chapter the best of luck in all their endeavors 
and much success in the future. They have a lot of potential for greatness and I hope that is 
what I see when I return in April 2006. 



+
��,�����#,�������)����-�����./���������!#�����"�$�0
!�1 �

 Many often complain that our regular chapter meetings run on for far too long, and that we never manage to 
get home in time for anyone to do homework, talk to friends, or whatever else is it that you have to do before you go 
to bed. There is a simple solution to this seemingly endless problem…Etiquette. 

 General Rules of Chapter Etiquette 
 

Stand and wait to be recognized:.  If you wish to speak, stand and wait for the Master Councilor to acknowledge 
you.  This will ensure that your idea gets heard, as a simple hand in the air may not be as easily noticed as your entire 
person standing up. This will avoid any possibly collision of ideas, or just general thoughts that those among you may 
wish to express.  We all know that when people attempt to talk over each other, the situation becomes generally more 
chaotic, and wastes multitudes of time. 
 

Eliminate Sideline Chatter:  I’m not claiming to be innocent of this by any means, but there is far too much side 
chatter going on during meetings.  As with rule #1, this creates competition between those holding their little conver-
sations, and what the Master Councilor is trying to say, which only aggravates everyone involved.  If it is relevant, 
speak it to the chapter, and if it is mere social conversation, save it until after the meeting.  The less interruptions the 
Master Councilor has, and the less he has to try to keep everyone quiet, “after the meeting” will come a whole lot 
sooner.   
 

LEARN YOUR RITUAL :  Your parts for the regular chapter meeting are relatively short, so learning them should 
take no more than a half hour.  Memorizing one or two sentences could save lots of time, especially when everyone is 
forced to go flipping through the book to find your parts.  This takes some time, because unless you have the page 
tagged, or you have memorized it (and if you memorize the page number because you haven’t memorized your part, 
you’ve defied the point of both), it is difficult to find exactly where your parts are, especially because most of them 
are relatively small.  This will cut our opening and closing time in half, and we will be able to get down to business, 
or just plain get out of there, faster. 
 

Use proper floor work:  This wont save time, but it will definitely look good. Square your corners, sit up, walk with 
your back straight, and use even steps.  The opening of the chapter sets the tone for the meeting, so if you drag your 
feet, slouch, and casually walk around corners, it will look sloppy, and the rest of the meeting will only follow it 
downhill. 
 

Dress appropriately:   Along with proper floor work, dressing appropriately will make you feel better about your-
self.  It is a proven fact that when you dress well, you do well, so dressing casually for a formal meeting will only 
make you feel left out, and uncomfortable, and if it doesn’t, then you don’t uphold the third candle of our seven, 
which represents courtesy. 
 

Advisors:  A new rule, instated by the Advisory Council just over a year ago, stated that the Advisors are to let the 
officers and members of the chapter run the chapter meeting, unless called upon by the Master Councilor.  Lately, 
this rule has been falling off of the radar, and the “Advisors Corner” that was previously saved for the end of the 
meeting, just before the closing, is now becoming a regular part of our business meeting, and many times become the 
cause of the issues addressed in both rules 1 and 2. 
  

Arrive to the meeting in a timely fashion:  In layman’s terms, don’t be late.  Interruptions due to late entrances 
waste large amounts of times as well. This can take up to 5 minutes to admit a latecomer, and 5 minutes can add to 
each other very quickly.  Coming to a meeting on time is the best way to avoid delays. 
  
If each and every one of you follow all of the rules on this list, our chapter meetings will run more smoothly, and 

more quickly, and we can all be at home at a reasonable hour. 
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